2011 Environmental Commissioning Needs Analysis
Members of Bradford Environment Forum have reviewed the 10 Environmental Commissioning Priorities as established in 2002 and reaffirmed in 2007 (see below). Priorities1, 6 and 7 are supported as still valid if in need of rewording. Priorities 2 & 3 are delivery methods that all commissions should encompass. Priorities 4, 5 & 8 are equality issues that all commissions should address. Priority 9 is better addressed by the Community Funding Units Innovation grants. Priority 10 is better addressed by the Area Communities small grants schemes, Grassroots Grants and Awards for All, amongst many other smaller funding opportunities.

In order to reflect the important issues regularly discussed at Bradford Environment Forum meetings and Bradford Green Drinks it was felt that community based sustainable transport and energy conservation and micro-generation should be added to compliment the reworded Priorities 1, 6 & 7.

Consequently the recommended Environmental Commissioning Priorities for community focused action for 2012 onwards are (in no particular order):

· Bio-diversity and Conservation

· Energy Conservation and Micro-generation

· Sustainable Local Food Production
· Sustainable Resource Management (inc. Reduce, Repair, Reuse, Recycle)

· Sustainable Transport
It is believed that by addressing these priorities that the district can contribute to limiting the long-term effects of Climate Change and promote healthier, happier and more sustainable lifestyles.

Activities that address these priority areas should: 

· be community action focused 

· educate and empower communities to adopt behaviour change

· be mindful of local equality issues

· provide lasting impact
2002 and 2007 AREAS OF NEED – COMMISSIONING PRIORITIES

1. Wildlife, conservation and general environmental improvement projects (landfill credits also applicable)

2. Education and awareness raising

3.  Local communities: action on the local environment, awareness raising and the building of local pride and ownership     

4.  Engaging Bradford’s black and Asian communities 

5. Environmental initiatives that harness the abilities and enthusiasm of people with disabilities

6. Recycling and waste management (in conjunction with use of the landfill credits)

7. Allotments and market gardening linking to community cafes, food co-operatives and farmers markets.  Building the local food supply chain.

8. The recognition of the environmental needs of Bradford’s extensive rural needs and communities.

9.  Information, practical research and innovative pilot projects that if successful can form the basis of larger scale work

10. Small grants package:  one-off workshop / seminar costs on communicating environmental concerns to outside agencies.  Conference fees to enable attendance at conferences or briefings on environmental issues and legislation (open to all-volunteer bodies).  Grants to enable volunteers to visit other successful projects in their field.
